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PHOTOGRAPHY IN ACQUISITION PROCEDURES 


One of the most promising developments in recent years 

the field of library management has resulted from Dr. 
Ralph Shaw's work at the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
ibrary on the application of photography to clerical library 
outines. Since 1948 Shaw has achieved considerable savings 
hrough the use of a specially. designed photostat camera 
hich he calls the Photo Clerk. 


The AFML's Photoduplication Section, after several 
months of study, has installed in the Acquisition Division a 
icrofilm camera with mechanical attachments which produces 
esults similar to the Photo Clerk,which is not yet commer- 
jally available. With this camera we can produce 3x5-inch 
hotoprints at a total cost for materials of less than one 
ent per print. The camera is extremely easy to operate; 
raining time required is fifteen minutes. 


The Acquisition Division has been experimenting with 
he use of this camera in its procedures and has now con- 
erted almost the entire ordering process from typing to 
hotography. The Division has found that searching of 
rospects can be done more quickly from 35x5-inch photoprints 
f citations than from the actual bibliographies in which 
he citations appear, that the edited photoprints can then 
e used as the order card, and subséquently can be repro- 
uced for the information of suppliers. 


An important advantage of photography in these prc- 
edures is the factor of quality. Under the old procedure, 
ders reached our suppliers after three typings and proof- 
eadings, with that many opportunities for errors in trans- 
ription. Under the new photographic procedure, the orders 
each suppliers exactly as cited in the bibliographies from 
hich the titles were selected. This reduces the possibil- 
ty of errors in the supply of publications and therefore 
aterially lightens the correspondence load of the Division. 


Yearly. monetary savings in the conversion of the order- 
ng process alone are estimated to total about $3,000, The 


















































Acquisition Division is now engaged in studying other 
processes in which typing is now involved. It is planned to 
substitute photography for typing wherever it is found that 
savings can be achieved. 


CONGRESS ON MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


A group of British medical librarians has begun prep- 
arations for the First International Congress on Medical 
Librarianship, to be held in London during the week of 
20 July 1953. Sir Cecil Wakeley, K.B.E., C.B., President 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, has accepted the Honorary 
Chairmanship of the Congress; the planning committee includes 
the names of Mr. W. J. Bishop, Librarian, Wellcome Histori- 
cal Library; Mr. W. R. LeFanu, Librarian, Royal College of 
Surgeons; and Mr. F. N. L. Poynter. A-number of Honorary 
Vice - Presidents have been appointed: among these are 
Mr. James F. Ballard and Dr. Henry R. Viets, of the Boston 
Medical Library; Dr. John F. Fulton, of Yale University; 
Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Librarian, Welch Medical Library; 
Mr. William D. Postell, Librarian, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity School of Medicine; Miss L.Margueriete Prime, Librarian, 
American College of Surgeons; and Lieutenant Colonel 
Frank B. Rogers, Director, Armed Forces Medical Library. 
It is expected that a section of exhibits will be arranged. 
The Medical Library Association, at its meeting in Lake 
Placid in June, voted to make a cash contribution to this 
International Congress. Further information can be obtained 
by writing to Mr. Bishop in London or to Miss L.Margueriete 
Prime, American College of Surgeons, 40 East Erie Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The bibliography on the Pathology and Physiology of 
Thermal Burns, a by Mr. Karl . Baer, and a small 
pamphlet entitled AFML Portraits, A Series of Sketches, com- 
piled by Mrs. Ethel M. Chase, are now ready for distribution. 
Requests should be addressed to the Director, Armed Forces 
Medical Library, Washington 25, D. C. 








READING ROOM HOURS 


The Library's new schedule of hours, effective 1 Sep- 
tember, is: Monday and Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Tuesday, 
Heretar-w Friday, and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 

o 5 p.m. 
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ALARUMS AND EXCURSIONS 


uur experience of last year with the change of printers 
for the Current List has impelled us to look forward to. the 
end of fiscal year 1952 with a good deal of trepidation. 
For it is at that time that the printing contract for the 
Current List runs-out; after the letting of bids, the con- 
tract for the following fiscal year is awarded: and all of 
this procedure goes on entirely outside the Library's juris- 
diction. It is conceivable that the contractor may be 
located anywhere in the United States. For 1951 - 52, our 
printer was located in Philadelphia; for 1952 - 53, he is 
located in Boston. 


This year, believing that we had made all necessary 
advance inquiries and preparations to prevent the usual 
annual complications, we entertained a sense of security 
that soon turned out to be quite false. We had been assured 
that the 1951-52 printer would bow out with the July issue; 
this was duly shipped to Philadelphia on 25 June. On 8 July 
we were informed that, due to contract technicalities, the 
Philadelphia printer could not be permitted to complete the 
July issue. The manuscript was therefore returned to the 
Government Printing Office in Washington and reshipped to 
the Boston printer, arriving there on 11 July. This issue 
has already been completed, and it seems to be one of the 
best "first" issues ever produced for us by a new printer. 


Meanwhile, work was progressing on the big semi-annual 
cumulation, and that manuscript (the June issue) was shipped 
to Boston on 5 August. Ten days later, on 15 August, the 
August issue was shipped, and it was assumed here that we 
were back on a normal schedule again. 


To our dismay, on 18 August we learned that the printer 
had received no copy since the July issue. Tracers immedi- 
ately sent out established the fact that the June issue had 
last been heard from in Baltimore on 12 August, one week 
after its departure from Washington. This shipment finally 
arrived in Boston on 20 August, and the other shipment, the 
August issue, was delivered the following day. 


The immediate result of this tangle will be the delayed 
appearance of these two issues. The August issue is now due 
to appear on or about 12 September, and the June issue 
(semi-annual cumulative indexes) is due about 30 September. 
Future manuscripts will be in the hands of the printer by 
the 18th of the month, with publication by the 3d of the 
following month (i.e., the September issue will appear dur- 
ing the first week of October). 


Arrangements already have ueen completec to have the 
September Current List, and all subsequent issues, shipped 
by air freight, In order to insure adherence to this schedule. 
We have almost given up hope that the Current List will ever 
be published closer to home, much less In Washington itself. 














SEPTEMBER 1952). 


EXHIBIT 


The exhibit for September, prepared by Mr. Charles Roog 
of the Reference Division's Document Section, displays 
materials pertaining to physicians to Presidents of the 
United States. Beginning with the operation by Dr. Samuel” 
Bard, Jr.,on George Washington during the President's first 
few weeks in office, the sto is carried through the 

secret" operation on Grover Cleveland and ends with por= 
traits of physicians to recent Presidents. Throughout, the 
role of the military physician is manifest. 


MEDICAL AMERICANA CHECKLIST 


As announced last October at the Eighth Annual Meeting 
of the Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Med- 
ical Library, Mr. Robert B. Austin of the Reference Division 
is engaged in compiling a Checklist of the books, pamphlets, 
theses, and broadsides of medical significance published in 
America from the earliest times down through the year 1820, 
Taking inventory of our holdings in Americana is a slow and 
tedious process; analyzing of the entries as published in 
the Index-Catalogue has been completed through Volume 18 of 
the Second Series. We have approximately 1,600 cards for 
entries, so far. 


Considerable interest in the Checklist has been shown 
by librarians, book dealers, and historians. The New York 
Academy of Medicine has sent us photostats of 1,300 cards 
for Americana shelved in that library's Rare Book Room. Any 
information pertaining to titles of rarities for inclusion 
in the list, or to location of copies, will be gratefully 
received. 


STAFF CHANGES 


Miss Isabelle W. Entrikin, who had been Assistant to 
the Chief of the Index-Catalogue Division for the last five 
years, left the Library on 1l July to take over her new as- 
signment as Director of Libraries in Santiago, Chile, under 
the auspices of the State Department. 


Mr. Karl A. Baer, Bibliographer in the Reference Divi- 
sion, assumed his new duties as Assistant Chief Librarian, 
Medical and General Reference Library, Veterans Administra- 
tion, on 1 September. 


FRIENDS OF AFML MEETING, WASHINGTON, D. C., 24 OCTOBER 1952 














